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The Genoa Conference
What. is to be done al *!>'- Genoa

conference, whose agenda Prcsi 1<
Harding- and Secretary Hughes are

carefu:iy studying and the invitatioi
to attcr.d which is not likely to br ac-

ceptrd until the results of the Wash¬
ington conferences are harvest d?

Italy's f'.rmHl message skctches in
Fix pararraphs the business to be
brought up at tho Genoa conference.
But the six aro reducible to two, or
at most to three. First, recognition
of the capitalistic practicc of debt
paying; second, stabilization of do-
mestic and international exchange;
third, discontinuance of propaganda
against the internal peace of the
various countries.
The first paragraph of tho formal

invitation expresses tde truisrn that
each nation may have thc form and
character of government that seems
good to it, and then modifiea this in
the second and third parapraphs by
deciarinp that no nation can assist
another with its capitai unless thc
assisted gives acceptable assuranco
that thc rights and property of for¬
eign investors shall he rospe-tcd. So
Russia is asked to make fundamen-
tal changes in her policy. She must
rwrwear allegiance to the capltalistic
eystom so far as concerns outsidcrs.
The fourth paragraph. which is to

h« rojrarded as the most immediately
important of the i-cries. is as fol¬
iows:

"4. An adequiit" means nf rx-

chnrjre must be availablc, and jr.-n-
eraily thcrc must be co-fmancial and
currency conditions which offer sui'-
fleient security for trado."

The langunge is rather vague, but
implies that by some system of can-

cellation, or of refundinc or of re-

Berve, scllors can he given knowledge
of what they are getting for their
goods. As things now are in many
countries trading is reduced to bar-
ter or to gambling. Under such con¬
ditions commerce ia practically im-
possible. Money, which in addition
to being a medium of exchange ia a
fctandard or measurcr of other val¬
ues, was not inverted without rea-
pon. Goods are prevailingly sold for
money aod thc money is then sold
1or good two Iransactions, achiev-
jng barter. erformed a
function analogous to thal of a cold
Rtorage plant.wealth is prescrved

^3n h convenicni form until tr.crc
¦riomand for ita actual use. Business

..perishe.s when deniod this service.
But back of all ia the fact that,

howevrr much statesmen may con-
fer, actual investment is ;in in-
dlvidua! matter. The possessor of
capitai judges for himself when a
nsk is worth taking or a sale worth
making. Confidenco is the life of
trade, and no mferencc can sum-
mon it into cxistcr.ee. The only way
for Russia. for examph to get it i?
to deserve it. for al] talk of a hlock-
ade against her is shocr nonsense.

German War Criminals
Last August thc Allied Supreme

Council appointed a commission to
investigate the farcical trials of
German war criminals. The pro-
ceedinga at Leipzig had made a
rnockery of Article 2'2e> of the Ver-
sailles treaty. The Allied govern-
ments had weakly consented to let
CJermany judge her own criminals.
She judged them in a truly German
**ay.

Thc commission reported the
other day that except in two in-
atanccs the Leipzig trials were
botched. The court didn't try to
discovcr the truth. Defendants
fvere acquitted when they ought to
have been found guilty. Lighl sen-
tences were given when heavy son-
ter.cei should have been imp< <c.i.

The Leipzijr court. it will be re-
membered. developed the convenient
theory that officers who were exe-
euting orders could no: be punished
for doing ro. Their superiors were
held to be responsible. Yet each
Buperior was left frc to pass the
responsibility one stage higher up.
£o responsibility would be Iodged
ftt last with the ex-Kaiser, who was
put of the court's joriadicticn and
trho has he!u in his recent letter to
Field Marsha! von Hindenburg that
he cannot waive his divir.c right to
Ihe extent of appearing before any
jearthly judge.
The commisjupn has recommended

fchat the Leifzig experiment be

dropped and Article 228 enforced.
Under it Germany is bound to hard
over all persons accusod of having
violated thr rules and customs of
war for trial by Allied tribunals.
Germany doesn't v.-ant to have her
foul fighters condemned because
verdicta against them would bc ver-
dicts against her. But the countries
which look to international law as a
bulwark against ?av tgcry watit to

he G< rman criminals tried, bar-
barity punished and the rules of civ-
tliz< d warfare vindicated.

Hylan's Choice
Tl e Transit Commission would

like to take up the work of subway
extension with Mr. Hylan's co-
operation. lt recognizes him as the
executiv." head of the city. It hns
repeatedly indicate.i its desire to
work in hari ony with him.

If, however, Mr. Hylan refuses
his co-operation a:: continues in his
r31e of obstructit nist the work will
have t. be done without him. The

t curt of the state has up-
held the validity of the law that
created the commission. The com-

n's ;unhT-rity to discharge the
'iuLes committed to it can no longer
;" doubted. The result of its labors
v-' be of enormous benefit to thei
c;ty. It will plan and provide for
the building of the greatest urban
railway in the world. Mr. Hylan,
always hungry for credit, can, if he
chooses, go down in history as a
man who played an important part
in this gigantic work.

Far belter for him that he lake
part in the. solution of the transit
tangle than become known as tho
Mayor who vainly tried to tangle it.
Pan't hc in this matter disregard
the advice of Mr. Hearst, who from
motives of vanity cr imagined self-jinterest does not want anythingl
done?

No Class Privileges
If any act of Congress of recent

years has been vindicated by cvents
:t is the one which created the Fed¬
eral Reserve system. If any govern-
mental agtency has shown wisdom
and strength in the execution of a
great trust it is the Federal Reserve
Boaru.
Except for thc law and the judg-

ment with which it has been applicd,
those now complaining of the de-
pression would have greater rea-
son to complain. We have os-
caped panie conditions. Liquidation,
though severe, has been orderly. This
is a great gain.a victory for intelli-
gence in whose benefits all share. If
we have escaped the plight of Ku-
rope it is largely because of the Fed¬
eral Reserve system.

So those who worked for a genera-
tion to establish in this country a
discount and currency institution to
lessen business shocks, and thus to
keep confidence alive, view with sus-
picion changes in lhc law. So they
are impatierit of proposals lo have
men on the Reserve Board with obli-
gationa running to special group.-,
rather than to all of us. Why Sen¬
ators of couragc voted against the
bill to add a sixth member to the Re¬
serve Board, with the unexpressed
understanding that the new member
should be a spokesman for one, in-
terest, is thus no niy.-t.ery.

But, happily, th( bill was amended
so as not to bc mandatory, and does
'¦"' ?'.' ify th< vact type of fn
°i planlcr who is to bc elected.
Among tho millions identified with
the agricultural intercsts are many
men equipped with a banking experi-
ence qualifying them to serve on the
board. If their allegiance runs to
all, if they repudiate tho rioctrinc
that they are delegates to light for
special intercsts and are concerned
only in a secondary way in the gen¬
eral welfare, then there is no causc
for alarm. Much, if not all, depends
on the personal character of the
President's nominee.

Nevertheless, though the Presi¬
dent is able to disregard sinister!
suggestions whispered to him, the
debate which has occurred in the
Senate has a had fiavor. The Re-
public is based on a citizenship of
men and women as they are men and
women, not as they are farmers, or
shopkeepers, or workingmen, or ac-
tresses, or laundresses, or any other
vocational distinction. Step bystep
we have removed special privilegesfrom our laws. To take the back
track is to tend toward sovietry, and
is in the direction of bringing in de-
structive chaos rather than of pro-moting an order wholesomely coop-erative. Possession of common citi¬
zenship and of personal fitness.
these are the only proper recommen-
dations for membership on such a
body as the Federal Reserve Board.

Threatening
John L. Lewis, president of the

United Mine Workers, brandishes
the strike weapon two months in ad¬
vance of the expiration of the pres¬
ent contract. He thus gives to the
operators and the public ample time
to consider and to himself ample
tin e to reconsider.
One thing is certain.coal must

be mined. Mr. Lewis says let the in-
dustrial conflict come. Unwise words.
The public has a voice, not very
articulate, but able to make itsel'f
heard, and the public is a fair um-

pire. It is in no mood to counte-
nance oppressive action by the oper¬
ators or a hold-up by the miners.
The coAs of production in thc

coal indu*ry are facts that can be

ascertained. Aa to tho future, the
operators assert that there must be
wage adjustments before prices can

be much lowered. The miners do
not seem seriously to dispute this.
So the issue ia between coal con-
sumers and the miners. It. is not
helpful for the spokesman of the
miners to open the discussion by
saying that h< must have his exact
way ov ho will close the mines and
let the nation freeze.
Sympathy is naturally on tho side

of the digger. N0 person with a
heart would deny him generous com-
pensation. He must receive every
cent of pay his hard labor earns;
but, like others, he is obliged to ae-

cept the consequences <.f economic
changes which affect all. The miners
may have a good case. Mr. Lewis
only injures it by war threats.

The Governor's Work
"We believc in tho statesmanship,

vision an.l courago of Governor Mil¬
ler. Wo believc in tho honesty, irt-
tegrity and wisdom of his purposes.

We have heen fortunato in
having a state executivc with the
tcnacity cf purpose and tho courage
in action to work steadily toward tho
complction of his program in the
race of the selfish attacks of his
Democratic foes and tho petty short-
sighted criticisms of others.".From
tho report of Robert C. Morris,
chairman of the committee on state
atTairs of tho National Republican
Club.
The conclusions that Mr. Morris's

committee has reached rogarding
Governor Miller are amply justified
by his record. He has, from the
first day of his term, labored to give
the state i;\ efficient and cconom-
ical administration, and he has been
absolutely regardless of political
consequences in carrying out. his
program. Many Governors have
been equally earnest in their desire
to serve the people of the state.
Kew, very few, have been able to
accomplish so much.

If the Governor had done nothing
but give the City of New York thc
Port Authority and the Transit
Commission his achievements would
have justified his election. To many
his transit policy is bitter medicinc,
not ideal in theory; but the disease
was so desperate that a drastic rem-

cdy was requived. The city's mill-
ions must have means whereby to
travel. The city's administration,
by four years of incrtness, had
shown it lacked the capacity or the
[will to do anything practical. Grim
necessity thus forcvd the state to in-
tervene, and the Governor did not
shrink,

Last year his consolidation of de-
partments and specding up of their
work reduced budgetary demands of
$210,000,000 to an appropriation
total of $135,000,000. He has un-
dertaken to bring the cost of thc
state government in 1922 $10,000,-
000 below that of last year. No one
who knows him will doubt his ability
to do it. He has proceeded in his
every undertaking in a calm, busi-
nesslike fashion. His long service
on the bench brought him an under-
standing of the needs of the state.
His natural gifts as a lcader made
him a powerful influenco in the
Legislature. His is a c.ombination
of great knowledgc and untlagging
industry which is seldom found in
public ofiiee, Before his crystal clear
sincerity even tlie voice of partisan-
ship is silcnt.

French Army Cost
The horrid truth has been un-

masked! ln rcply to Senator Mc-
Connick's request that the State De¬
partment furni&h the Senate with
information about the costs of the
military establishment?, of Europe
Stephane Lauxanne, editor of "Lo
Matin," points out that for the com-
ing year the expenses of France for
her military establishment are to bc
only a little more than half the ex¬
penses of the United States for her
army during the same period. Al-
though the per capita figure is
naturally higher for France, owingto the difference in the population
of the two countries, the military!expenditures form, according to Mr.
Lauzanne, only one-eleventh of
France's budjret.
The Senator's resolution came at

such a time and in such a manner
as to add a trifle to international
complications. It ia difficult for
France to realize that a Senate reso¬
lution requcsting information is not
the same as an Administration
policy. The ways of the Senate con¬
tinue to be a mystery to Frenchmen.'
The chances are, however, that

the information which the Senator'
from lllinois desires as to other'
countries will be as disappointin.tr to
those who see conspiracies through-out the world as is the information
relating to France. "Do you think,"M. Briand asked an American news¬
paper man in Washington, "that
France keeps a big army for fun?Ho you think she keeps thousands of
men from productive work becauseshe likes to?"

Polly to the Rescue
Mr. Polly, currently referred to

as a "relentless intellectual gimlet,"
seems discouraged. The world, it ap-
pcars. despite all his efforts to set
it right, is still out of joint. America
m particular is in a bad way.

Shortly after his arrival in this
country he pictured in his sanguine
way Manhattan Island in ruins and
aa uninhabited as a deserted village.Soon thereafter, when the coun¬
try failed to take his advice, he saw

all America rapidly reverting to
barbariam and Kurope collapsed,
with weeds growing in the empty
streets of her capitals. One beheld
the last of the Europdans jealoualy
guarding a copy of "The Outline"
so that the history of the world
might bc preserved for the new era.
Now. again back in the desolate

ruin thitt once was Europe, hc an-
nounces sententiously that America
is living up to only 25 per cent. of
her opportunities (whalcver that
may mean). America, it appears,
isn't on the job. Instead of secking
disarmament she merely grumbles
in a feeble way about European
divisions and growls about Euro¬
pean debts.

What. America should do. says the
intcllectual gimlet, is to "insist on

jdealing with Europe, not nation by
nat ion, but with a European leaguc
which will includo Germany and
Russia. Insist that Kurope behave
as a whole, nnd Europe will have to!
behave as a whole."
To deal with Kurope as n whole

would be a very satisfactory and'
delectable occupation. The trouble
seems to he, however, that Europeis in the same condition ;iS IlumptyDumpty after his fall. And not
even all of Wells's writings and all
his prcscriptions promisc to putKurope togcther again. Indeed,»ntil the Pollys ccase from out-l
Iming and the half thinkers are at
rest the disturbed lands are not
likely to behave.

rhe Farmer's Pljght
Mc Has Nothing to Show for Twelve

Montlr, of Toil
To the Editor of Tho Tribune.

Sir: Kvcti thoscwhoaro most violently('M'<';<',i t.j t|,,, cxiat,,. - t h e r
Principle or practice of a farm ov anyother bloc in Congress must, if honest
with themsclvcs, admit that (hc farmeris entitled to some relief. Possiblv a
great many membcrs of metropolitan'abor unions do not know lhat tho
farmer has been completely "liqui-dated." They do not. know that, many
a farmer has worked hardcr and longer.with no double pay for overtime
during the last year than they ever
will work if they retain their' sober
senses and their power, and that for
this work the farmer has rcceived ab-
solutely nolhing. He has not even thc
price of n suspendov button to show
l'or twelve months of toil. This applies
not to all but to many farmers.

ln addition to this, the real, honest-
to-goodness farmer who a couplc of
years ago bought 1am! nt existing
prices, with every intention of paying
for it. out of the earnings of the farm,
now finds himself. with his original
payment wiped out. through decrease
im land values, virtually a pauper.

Let it bo admitted that half the
farmers of the Middlc West became
speculators in land rather than "dirt
farmers." Let il be admitted that these
speculators deserved to he "stung."
Were there not speculators in every
line of industry, and in n good many
lines which were not indusl ry ? The faci
rcmains that the farmer is now paying.

UDViousiy, the nieie fact that a man
is a farmer does not IU him for a place
on the Federal Reserve Board. More
than likcly there is no "dirt farmer"
fitted for such a post if hc were he
certainly wouldn't be ¦. farmer, not
that there ia nnything lacking in
dignity in farming, but that a man
with the banking urgo which would
fil him for Reserve Board work would
follow his bent. Still, the general ad-
vice of a reprcscntativc of real work
ing inleresta on the board may (jivc a|
n<"<'. lant to son e of deliberal ions,
and iie certainly ean'l dominale its
activities. A. M. ADAMS.

riainfield, N. ,I. Jan. 17, Ifej'J.

The Rights of Minoritics
To the Editor of The Tribnnc.

Sir: In a letter to The Tribune
Ralph M. Easlcy proposes the interest-
ing plan of persecutine; political mi-
norities, such as pacifists, Socialiits,
etc.
One could scarcely refrain from a

smile at this evidence of progrcss,
lar beyond the unformed govern-
mental notions of Jefferson, ITamilton,
tho Adamses and Washington, until
one was informed that Mr. Easley is a

prominent "Amerlcanization" worker.
Here, indeed, is an uproariously

funny thing. Can nothing bc done to
Amcricanize "Americanizers"? Cannot
some kindly disposed citizen place in
their hands one copy each of the Bill
of Rights and thc Constitution of the
United States? Some of us Americans
are becoming a trine weary of their
misrepresentations.

CHARLES D. KING.
New York, Jan. 17, 1922.

In Honor of Ericsson
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: ] was very much plcased to
see the article in your Sunday maga-zine Rection of the 8th inst. on Cap¬tain John Ericsson and his work at the
Phocnix Foundry and the Delamater
Iron Works, and your mention of the
fact that our committee has in hand
the erection and unveiling of four- tab-lets on the sites of buildings in the
Greenwich Village section of NewYork and the Creenpoint section ofBrooklyn, and will hold a banquet at:the Waldorf-Aatoria Hotel.all on March0, the sixtieth anniversary of theibattle between the Monitor and theMerrimac. '

The Delamater-Ericsson Tablet Com¬mittee, 29 West Thirty-ninth StreetNew York, will be glad to answer in-
quiries from your readers who mav be
interested to know more about our
movement. H. p. j PORTER.New York, Jan. 17, 1922.

Unbeatable
(From The Kansas City star)It lookg as though Mr. Lloyd Georgeand Mr. Dempsey never would succeed

m getting anybodp to stay in a rin*with them. .

The Tower
WARNING

Days are dismal, dark nnd chill.
I'olk complnin of feeling ill.
Nighls are fnr, oh, far from torrid.
Folk not feeling ill feel horrid.
Now arrives the gala term
For the germctte and the germ;
Mother microbe and her pup,
All of them are wnking up.

[Through your moulh thoy'ro inward
bound,

People, coughing, spray them round;
Down your gullet, dim and dank,
They are marching, rank on rank.
In your trachea they'ro lurking,
On each nasnl passage working.
Hail tlie jjargle .nf] the spray!
These mny keep their hoats at bay.
For their advent there is renson

This is the bacilli teason.

I'n the suily wintcr breczc
Rides the microbe of the sneeze;
Crawling unforesecn to sock us

Comes the wily pneumococcus,
llent on swifi and certain killing.
Grippc is irripping; chllls aro chilling.
'Ware, you boastful cold-plungc tubbcrs!
'Ware, you rareless! Wear your rubbers!
Bold bacteria and nide
Vou encounter in your food,
In the bed and on the floor,
Creeping underneath the door.
Bugs are in Ihe drinking water
And the flo germ's bride has sought her
Nicc new home to roar her young
On your tonsils or your tongue.
Cough on, victims! Cough and wheeze

on!
This is the bacilli scason.

The coal miners lnciu sirike next
spring, a>i<! no indiffcrent aro w« to
tho thrcata nf unionism that we. dare
the icemen to walk out to-morrow.

"Ain't it about time," says Unclc
Abimelech Rogardus, of Preakness, N.
J., "for Mayor Hylan to ast the Legis¬
lature to declare a permanent closed
ree son on cops?''

The Court of Appeals can't convince
His Honor that the Transit Act is con-
stitutional, and we're beginning to un-
derstand why the Police Commissioner
r. mains in office.

Oh, Wind, if Foxes Come-
The Fontaine Foxes have gone to the

Big Town for the winter, but tho cclc-
brated member of the family comea to
Port twice a v.-eck for local color.
The Fontaine Foxcs have returned to

Port 'Washington after spending a
sho-.-t timo in Manhattan..Port U'a.'/t-
ington. News.

Thr special sales of weu's clothing
aclvcrlisoments remind us that our Just
snmmcr's suit woti't last. much longer,
but thr thought of going through next

\july and Augvst in winter-weight rai-
mcvt stays our purchasivg hand.

From Foiirtecnth to Times Square
"An" he says 'Diteh 'im. If yo're

runnin' aroun' with mo ye can' go with
ne ot her boob.' "

"Well, whassamattcr with that?"
"With what?"
"That. Iln tol' yc yc can go with an¬

other guy, didn' he?"
"Av,, say, stupid. Lisaen, he says

t can' go with no other guy can'_
c-a-n-t with one o' them jiggers after
the 't.' "

"Oh, yo can' go. I unncrstand now.
Gotta ncrve, ain' lio?"
"Ych. I says, 'Where d'ye get ofT

tellin' me that.migawd, wo ain' mar-
ric.l yot that I know of.I says.'yo
ain' ast mc yot, neither." 'All right,'
hc says, 'all right," he says. 'When
I asl ye ye'll know it;' an' [ .says 'Huh,'
Frank ast mo already, an' whaddya
know about thatV "

"Frank ast yc?"
"Veh."
"Migawd. Wbafd Harry say?"
"Aw, they's too many aroun' now

lissen the ol' man heard 'im an' give
'im the air. an' I ain' seen 'im since.
Y'oughta heard 'im. Gee!"

"Jate'.l Frank?"
"Yeh. He juss laffed, He c'n lick

that guy easy."
"Who?"
"Harry. Who'd ye think I mean, the

oi' man ?" "\y, y n

If lhc new Newspaper Club doesn't
bar thc man who "used to be a rcporter
myself," one memberehip committee
won't be anywhere vcar enough.

And speaking of clubs and such, Bill
N'etch hazards that the Clef, Club's new
building will avoid sharp corners in its
architecture.
"A rest room will be in order," con-

tinues the life of the party. "Maybethey will have n bar where the mem¬bers can get a drink for a half note."

TO THE CAST OF BULLDOG
DRUMMOND

Portraycrs of a meUerdrammer,Where click of lock and pistol h'ammerAre respitcs brief from wilder clamor,
\Say, did yon hope this bard to scareBy combals in the villain'a lair;By crooks triune who hiss and'glare?
With most of my cmotion hid,To you I, quaking, doff my Hd*
t thought you couldn't, but~you did.

If one is to believe the headwriters"leaps to death" are plentiful enoughon the subway, but we wondercd mor-bidly and interminably between Ninety-si-xth and Seventy-second yesterdaymorntng why some one didn't starve todeath there.

'IN THLS CORNBR-

night. has been forced to cancH his £W th BattllnB I,eonard. of Pt, ",-,A°.ut

This is not written to carol your praise,You who the windows persistentlyraiae,
So that my office's atmosphere frigidKeeps all my faculties frozen and rigid.Prythee obscrve, oh, indefinite one,
Sigds of the dabage to be you ave

lode. jp jp, V.

IF WE CAN ONLY GET THE WASHING HOME
(.npyrlelil. 1122, Nrw Vorlc Trlbuno Fru

>
JHovj rpR VlTY

SAKE DONT LET ANyJ

\

. \cC^^tVi^ \
.A,. II

Boofc Pe.rc\) Hammond
The newspaper drama "critics" in

the past week or two have been sub-
IJected more than is usuat to tlie harsh
jcondemnations of their kinsmen of the
|stage and the weekly press. iiiustri-
lous commentators, out of patiencc with
ithe dull stupidities of everyday "rc-
viewing," have been banging the empty
.cocklofts together unt;l the proccss bc-
gins to resemble a eruel sport. The
'prevalent accusations are not the eus-

jtomary ones of vcnality and cowardice.
lt is being said now that tlie culprits
are but fools and ignoramuscs.

* * *

Mr. Duncan In "Tho Critics" holds
them squirming between his thumb and
iforefinger while hc charges them with
all sorts of humiliating asininities.
JCosmo Hamilton, writing to "The Eve¬
ning Post," says they are "play-report-
jurs who go to thc theator at the end of
ithe first act and leave, it at the end of
th« second" to deliver their farfetehod
and brawling judgments. In "Tlie Free-
man" Walter Pritchartl Eaton dcplores
their delinquencies more gently ar.d
explains the absencc of clramatic criti¬
cism from tlie daily newspapers hy say-
ing that, ti-,e "so-called critics" are

handicaped hy the intolerablc burclen
of "incessant pctly play-reviewing."
For instance, Mr. Eaton has seen no

truly critical article about. Frank Cra-
ven's "The First Year," and hc belicves
it -would be interesting for a critic to
trace that play from tho earlicr Amer¬
ican genre comediea through the farces
of Hoyt and tho supcrflcially realistic
entertainments of George M. Cohan.

Again in "The Frceman" Emest
Boyd, complctcly indignant about the
critical approval of Ben Ami and "The
Idlo Inn," describes tha "log-rollers
braying in unison another volume of

jbanality." AU the newspaper accounts
of "The Idle Inn" that I read reported
it. to be rather terrible. The Tribune
man, an obscure member of the local
banalia, wrote that it was a "sprawling,
incoherent, infirm and ridiculous botch."
But Mr. Boyd saya that on the morning
after the first performance tho claque
duly announced a triumph amid thun-
derous applause. "Thus," he continues-,
"tho peculiar state of dramatic review-
ing in New York is rather the result of
mere ignorance than of deliberate cor-
ruption. Sociability and good-fellowship
aro the virtues chiefly cultivated by the
ingenuous exponents of this gentle art
of boosting. Criticism is, after all, a
nasty, cold-blooded thing which will, at
best, take refuge in silence where speech
might involve a too violent clash with
the purely human emotions of friend-
ship. That, however, does not suit the
lobbyists of tho arts, for they must al.
ways speak and never offend, unless it
be some weak or obscure pers-on. Con-
sequently, they evade tho hard tasks of
criticism. They take no chances, but
chatter endleasly and amiably about the
doings of regular fellows like them-
selveB."

Even George Jean Nathan in his
vigorous and learned work "Thc Critic
and the Drama," (Knopf), cuffs all but
a half dozen of his lowlier brethern with
contemptuouB slaps, as he, more than
most others, is qualifled to do. Hecalls
them provincial, cowardly, humbly-
born, underpaid, dowdy-lived, plush-
covered, suburban, sheeplike, stag-
nantly optimistic and shacklcd. The
six who escape Mr. Nathan's pertinent
castigation are, it is inferred, Brander
Matthews, Clayton Hamilton, William
Lyon Phelpa, Dean Qulnn, Professor
Richard Burton and Dr. Stuart Pratt
Shermg,n. Mr. Nathan in a^ Bympa-
thetic moment blames the n<ryspapers

themsclves for some ,,f the shortcom-
ings of their hired hand--- an cxcusc
that this delinquent mfty not employ,for in twenty years of reviewing books
and the theater for three newspapershe has never had a suggestion from
owner, publisher, business mar.agereditor or sub-cditor.

From Mr. Nathan's keen essay on

pEsthetic Jurisprudence" 1 am asked
to quote the following- opitnetis:

"The mo.m general fault of criti¬
cism lies in a confusion of its own
internal processes with these of art;it is in the habit of regy.rding the
business ef art as a reduction of life
to its esseneo of beauty a:ul the
business of criticism as an expansion
of that cssencc to its fullcst now.
Tho opposite is more reasonahle. Art
is a beautiful, swollen lic; criticism.
a cold comprcss. The concern of art
is with beauty; the concern of criti¬
cism is with truth. And truth and
beauty. despite tho Sun.Jay school
are often slrangers. This confusion
of the business of Hrt nnd that of
criticism hns give,, birth to ihe so
called 'contagious,' or inspirational,cntidsm than which nothing j3 more
mongrel and absurd. Criticism is dc-
signed to state facts charmingly,
graccfully, if possible--but Btill
facts. It is not designed to cxhort,enlist, convert. This is the business
not of the critic but of thoso rcad-
ers of the critic whom the facts suc-
cced in convincing and galvanizing.Contagious criticism is-merely n
vainglorious critic's essay ;,t popu-larity."

To the Editor of Tho Tribune.
Sir: I am amazcd that you should

permit such rank obscenity as PcrcyHammond pours forth in his review ofHergesheimer's "Cytherea" in your issueof the 12th. . ... I am asharned oflho Tribune. If a leading metropoli¬tan daily prints such putrid matter is
it any wonder thinking people are con-cerned as to our future?

CHARLES P. CHASE.Newburyport, Mass.

Planet Venu8 and the Bible
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I read your editorial on thelatest spectroscopic reports relative tothe presence of oxygen on the planetVenus. The scientists are frequentlymistaken and only the passage of afew years is needed to give them a
new point of view.
Tho spectroscope requires lightfrom a burning gas in order to detectthe presence of an element, but as theclouds of Venus are not burning, butmerely reflect the sun'a rays, yourscientist is really speculating aboutsunhght, and his conclusions are use-less.
If you will read some real sclenceturn to the Bible and in the socondchapter of Revelation you will findthat the angel promised the morningstar to him who should overcome.Isaiah sings of Beulah Land in hissixty-second chapter. There "thy sunshall no more go down," because onVenus the year and the day are iden-

tical, and one side of the planet alwaysfaces the sun. "The sun shall be no
more thy light by day," because onVenus there is a cloudy photospherewhich shields the planet and transmitsthe milky light of bright clouds to theflourishing fields and forests of oursister earth.

ROBERT J. MACLAUGHLIN.
Brooklyn, Jan. 16, 1922.

More Trutli Than Poetry
By james J. Montafue

btop Thief!
rhey've taughl . earnest muril

sleuth
To glean important hints

About the way the crook leaves
tooth

/s well as finger prints.They've learned in scientific bookslo follow shadowy clews,And trap the most enlightenedtrook
By mary a clever ruse.

They catch the raseals everytime.
That has to be admitte

// they are prese'yit when the
crime

Is actual y committed.
The modern central office men
Have been so highly trainedlhat you discern onn now and

then
Who's really over-brained.From httle things, aoute and

shrewd
Conclusions they will draw.Which Shorlock Holmes mightwell havp viewedWith sighs of envious awe.For criminals they set a snarr
Adroii and sly and deft,And catch them, if so be tAey'rtthere
TI hen crooks commit the theft.

Thus science triumphs over vicc.
The methods never fail.

A burglar will not burgle twice
If he ia safe in jail.Detectives work 'with art and

craft.
Their ski 11 well serves their

need;
In every ease of crime and graft
They cleverly proceed.Ill fare the wicked gentlemenWho wield a club or gun

If but the sleuth is present when
Thc job is being done.

Love Will Find a Way
They say the new dollars cannot

bc piled up. but we don't think that
is going to worry Mr. Rockefeller.

Plenty of the Other Kind
What most city governntents need

is a little uncivil service reform.

Safety First
Now that the drives for endow-

ments have been put over, college
professors have begun criticisinf
the newspapers again.

(Copyright by James J. Monta*tt«)

"Jail Them and Keep Th«sm
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The way to stop crime i» t0

catch the criminals and jail then and
keep them there. Get them as soon
as possible, try them quickly, sentence
them severely. Don't let a cleter law-
yer wTiggle them out, dont pardon
them or suspend sentence or pnt them
on probation. I believe in being lenient
with first offenders, but with thtm
only.

I am all for the modern Jail, ho* *
am against the sentimentalists who de
not want to clap a man into jail and de
want to get him out when in. The
average jury so hates to do Its duty
that it will not do it unless foreed te
by the facts. Then the case i» .*"

pealed and reappealed, and if you flnal-
ly do get a sentence it ia one ***h
five years off if the man behavea >»

jail. Then he gets out on probation, or

is pardoned.
I can feel for the man who err» ©nee.

but the very next time I say "»°*k
him." I have no sympathy for th*
habitual criminal. Jail him and keep
him there, but that does not mean to

make his life a hell. J. *.
RoBlyn, N. Y., Jan. 17, 19i».


